
approved as written 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, at 6:30pm 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District • Activity Room 3 
4201 Guardian Street, Simi Valley, CA 93063 • (805) 584-4400 

A video recording of tonight's meeting is available on 
the District Website at www.rsrpd.org. 

I. CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-Acting Chair Freeman called the Meeting 
to Order at 6:37pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Eagle Scout Dylan Coty. 

2. ROLLCALL - Directors Abele, Dennert, Freeman, and Vice Chair Gray were in attendance. Chair 
O'Brien was absent; Freeman was the acting Chair for tonight's Meeting. Staff in attendance 
included: Miguel Chavez, Lee Martin, Robert Mendez, Zach Miller, Wayne Nakaoka, Raisa 
Ogarkow, Dan Paranick, Theresa Pennington, Brian Reed, Gina Viecco, and Legal Counsel Brian 
Pierik. 

Guests attended tonight's meeting in-person and via Zoom. Those who made public comments are 
listed under the appropriate Item below. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW -There were no changes to tonight's Agenda. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) 

George Cole, representing the local Disc Golf Club, thanked the District for the improvements to 
the course. They will be hosting two local tournaments this year. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Board of Directors Meeting- February 16, 2022-
Director Gray requested an edit to his comments on page 8 regarding Drone usage as follows: 
"He agrees that the Open Space connecting Challenger and Coyote Parks is not the proper 
location to allow drone usage." Motion: Director Abele moved to approve the Minutes as 
amended. Director Dennert seconded the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll 
Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray 
Noes: 
Absent: O'Brien 
Abstain: 

6. CONSENT AGENDA (Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and shall 
be acted upon without discussion by one motion approving the Consent Agenda. If discussion is 
desired the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon a Director's request.) 

a. Approval of2/15/22 Accounts Payable Check Register and 2/11/22 Payroll Check Register. 
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b. Adoption of Resolution No. 2027 Regarding Holding Public Meetings During the Continued 
COVID-19 Pandemic State of Emergency Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361. 

Motion: Director Dennert moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Vice Chair Gray seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray 
Noes: 
Absent: O'Brien 
Abstain: 

7. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Certificate of Appreciation Presented to Dylan Coty for the Completion of his Eagle Scout 
Project for the Installation of Ten New Movie Signs at Corriganville Park - Director of 
Recreation Zach Miller presented Dylan with his Certificate. Dylan was appreciative of the 
award. He added the updated signage was needed for a longtime and he was happy to have 
completed the updates. All the Board members thanked Dylan for the great work. 

b. Presentation of the Full-Time Employee of the Month for February 2022 to Raisa "Terrie" 
Ogarkow, Customer Service Representative - Director of Administration Theresa Pennington 
presented Terri with her award, she will also receive a paid day off. Terrie has worked with 
the District for 19 years; this is her 4th Award. 

Abele congratulated Terrie and appreciates her welcoming presence in the Lobby, he always 
continues with a smile after being greeted by her. 

c. 35 Year Anniversary Service Award Presented to Robert Mendez - The Verbal Report was 
provided by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. Robert started with the District 
in 1987 as a Maintenance Worker I. He served as the District's Mechanic for 20 years before 
being promoted to his current position of Senior Maintenance Supervisor of Buildings in 
2010. Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka added Robert is a blessing in 
their Department and is his right-hand man, he can't do his job without him. Robert is a do
it-all person and handles not only Buildings but a large fleet of equipment as well. Paranick 
added it's an honor working with Robert and the District is lucky to have him. 

d. Status of the Districts Response to the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic- The Verbal Report 
was provided by Dan Paranick, District Manager. There have been no COVID related 
complaints and 2 additional COVID positive cases amongst District employees. The mask 
mandate within school settings, including the After School Clubs, will be lifted as of March 
11th_ 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS - NONE 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Review Status of the Previously Proposed BMX Bike Track-The Staff Report was provided 
by Dan Paranick, District Manager. Per the request of the Board at a previous meeting, 
Paranick provided a timeline of the BMX project up to this point and options for moving 
forward. 
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Robert Branam Jr., member of Sycamore Race team, has been racing at the Simi Track since 
age 6. He would be overjoyed to see the Track come back. 

Robert Branam has been waiting for the Track to come back. It's been a few years and they 
thought a new location would be found by now. The original track had been here for 30 years 
and there is still a Sycamore BMX Race Team that is active. 

Garry Boswald added the track had been in Simi Valley since 1964, he rode the track in 1973. 
He feels the construction costs are too high. The original track only had a trailer and some 
porta-potties. They operated for 50 years without a Board, so he doesn't see a need. There are 
more than enough volunteers to operate the Track. 

Rick McClure owns a Bike Shop here in Simi Valley and has been involved with the track 
since the 80s. He feels it is important to provide recreational options for non-team sports. 

Justin Travis representing USA BMX thanked the Board for allowing the speakers tonight. 
He is hoping to work together with District in bringing a track back to Simi Valley. He has 
provided a 68-page Business Plan to the District. There is an option to create a permanent 
hard surface track using a new spray technique, this allows other uses (not just BMX.) It 
would cost about $SOOK more to build the track with the new technology. He would need to 
meet with the District to assess actual costs. He added, they do have a Grant program 
available. 

Chris DeSantis stated his commitment to running the track is still there, as well as his partners. 
In April and June 202 I he reached out to the District and had assumed the project was in the 
works. They have provided the information requested by the District and have not received 
any response. He suggested moving the track to the Equestrian Center, everything they need 
is already there and it is currently being used as storage only. 

Chris Gadbois thanked the Board for their time. In the track's 40 years in existence, their 
organization had never made any requests for maintenance. He prefers a closed track, it runs 
similar to a public pool, it is not open at all times. He agrees with the previous speaker, the 
Equestrian Center is not being used and only 2 people in the neighborhood were opposed to 
having the track there. 

Dr. Shawn DeCloedt is upset that 3 years ago the District tore down the BMX Track and stole 
their children's dreams for millions of dollars. They are now forced to ride in the Arroyo and 
the track they were promised has not been delivered. 

Luann Hooper works here in Simi Valley and volunteers at the track in Whittier. Not having 
the track in Simi has been difficult for the children. They have to drive so far to other tracks 
which is very hard. The entire family can be involved in BMX, we are a huge family and 
work together as one. Their motto is "keeping kids clean in the dirt." 

Tom Hooper added he spends more time in the car than in his house to support his son's 
racing dreams. It broke their hearts to lose the track and have no progress on a new location. 

Rich Rungaitis lives here in Simi and would like to have a track again. There is more going 
on than just a sport, it provides life lessons and an option to team sports. So many successes 
have come from the Sycamore Track, all the kids here are champions and are all pursuing 
their dreams. 
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There were 68 comment cards submitted in favor of a new location for the BMX Track. 
Freeman read the names from the cards into the record. 

Andrea Huvard is the Manager for the BMX Track at Pleasant Valley Recreation Center in 
Camarillo. There were only 2 families in 2004 and now thousands of kids have ridden the 
track. She feels a new track in Simi Valley will attract new riders and be a huge addition to 
the area. 

Kristyn Trejo is also a Track operator, she added it is very important to have a local track in 
the community. 

Cory Wheeler from Moorpark started riding here in Simi Valley in the 90s. It was important 
to him during his teenage years and kept him on the right track. 

John Clark rode the track in Simi as a child. Simi riders are a big family and miss their track. 
The funds were set aside from the sale of the Sycamore property and people were promised 
a new track. 

Kendall Tobin is in support of bringing the track back. Her kids just returned from the 
Camarillo track; it has improved her kids' lives. 

Phil Maxwell from Rancho Cucamonga started racing in 74/75 and it has always been a 
constant in his life. The BMX community provided a way for him to straighten out his life, 
he is an example of how it helps to turn around a life. 

Tammy Berg is very emotional about this, her husband, children, and grandchildren are all in 
attendance tonight. These are all wonderful kids, and their community is a big family. 

Tirrell stated the District made a promise but did not fulfill. There has been no explanation 
provided to the BMX community on the lack of progress. This will now be the legacy. 

Jessie started racing in Simi Valley when he was 4 years old. BMX is an intensive sport and 
training time keeps kids out of trouble. He was able to travel all over the world through his 
involvement with BMX. 

Brittny Allton's kids grew up at the track here in Simi Valley and volunteered a lot of time 
there. They also brought other children to the track, and they were helped by the community 
as many kids do not fit the mold for team sports. She would love to see the track back in the 
area. 

Nicole Berg thanked the Board for bringing this item back. She is on the Sycamore BMX 
Board, and they are still I 00% committed. Her 3 children all ride and it has been incredibly 
difficult to drive so far for racing. This sport teaches kids to be wonderful adults and give 
back to the Community. 

Leena Jones has been riding since age 5. She is now a CLU student and teaches new riders in 
Camarillo. She still races to the day and feels this program should be brought back to Simi 
Valley. 

Richard Taylor rode at the Sycamore Track several times a week from age 5 until 14 and now 
races motorcycles. He would love to see the track back in Simi Valley. 
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Freeman thanked everyone for their comments. The original track evolved organically over 
years. It was an area that was not being used and it grew into a successful BMX Track. This 
project was not ignored, the District has always wanted to replace the original track. There 
were 2 different locations found but both were stopped due to environmental issues. 

Abele was not on the Board when the sale of the Sycamore property was completed. That 
money was used to pay for this Building (Guardian) which will provide many recreational 
opportunities for the community. It would have been foolish not complete the sale. 
Unfortunately, the short end of the deal was losing the track, but the money did not disappear, 
it is being put back into the community. The cost for the track was more than anticipated and 
there were many factors as to why the project did not move forward. He asked what the cost 
for a track with the new style (USA BMX) would be. Paranick replied we do not have the 
information yet. 

Dennert added the Guardian Building will be a center for the Community and was made 
possible by the sale of the Sycamore property. He was not on the Board when the Track was 
tom down. They are working to honor promises and commitments from previous Boards. He 
would like some time to read through the document provided tonight from USA BMX. 

Abele asked if there is an issue using the Equestrian Track. Paranick replied there were some 
concerns from the neighbors. Freeman added it did not seem compatible to have both groups 
at the Equestrian Center. Paranick replied it could be possible to move the Equestrian Center 
to a different location. Abele asked how long it would take to get the Equestrian Center setup. 
Paranick replied the first step would be to meet with the City of Simi Valley and neighborhood 
HOA. 

Gray thanked everyone who came out and spoke tonight, the input is valuable. He is well 
aware the recreational options for kids in the area is limited. However, the purchase of the 
Guardian Building was a good decision. He would like to thoroughly read the BMX Business 
plan, get input from Staff, and discuss possible locations. He supports bringing the BMX plan 
back to the forefront. 

Abele inquired about a Pump Track vs. a regular track, and which costs less and could be 
completed faster. He is concerned about moving forward as expeditiously as possible. Travis 
from USA BMX replied a Pump track is basically an open park without any programming. 

Freeman would like to see a track at the right location with the right costs. 

Paranick replied Staff will need to work with the BMX Board, USA BMX, and the City of 
Simi Valley to go over details for moving ahead with the project. Nakaoka added it would 
take about 45 to 60 days to return to the Board to discuss the options. 

Motion: Director Dennert moved to direct the District Manager to coordinate with the BMX 
Board, USA BMX, and the City of Simi Valley to explore alternate locations for a BMX track 
in Simi Valley. Director Abele seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous 
vote. 

Chair Freeman called a Recess at 9:31 pm. 

Chair Freeman called the Meeting back to Order at 9:38pm. 
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b. Audit Results and Basic Financial Statements for Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
for Fiscal Year End June 30, 2021 - The Staff Report was provided by Theresa Pennington, 
Director of Administration. The accounting firm of Moss, Levy, & Hartzheim LLP (the 
"Auditors") performed an annual audit of the District's financial affairs. Pennington reviewed 
the District's financial highlights for the 2020/21 fiscal year. There were no findings 
identified during the audit process. 

Paranick expressed his gratitude towards Pennington and Accountant Miguel Chavez who 
take the lead with the Auditors. This is an excellent report showing the District as healthy and 
stable. 

The Board Members thanked staff for their work on the Audit. There was no action taken by 
the Board tonight. 

10. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS OF NOTE - NONE 

11. REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Director Abele attended Simi Youth Baseball Opening Day with Dennert, they presented a plaque to 
the District. It was great to see the kids out on the fields again. He thanked Paranick, Miller, Danielle 
June, and Richard Lemmo for the excellent After-School Club report they provided at the previous 
Board Meeting. 

Director Dennert read the inscription from the plaque presented by Simi Youth Baseball. He also 
attended the Simi Softball opening with O'Brien. The cell reception is not good up at Big Sky, he 
was wondering if there has been any interest in a Cell Tower. Nakaoka replied, yes there have been 
3 different carriers that have expressed interest. Dennert also noted the lines in the parking lot are 
very faded. His Mountain Bike Group has volunteered to perform trail cleanup. He and Paranick met 
and hiked at Las Llajas Canyon. 

Vice Chair Gray was unable to attend the Opening Day events, he is excited to attend next year. The 
change to the After-School Club fees has received a lot of support within the community. He thanked 
Staff for all of the great work adjusting the Fee structure. There is a possibility of receiving some 
funding from the Education Foundation and Rotary Clubs towards the Grant program. Fill the Need, 
a new Foundation, held a model Rocket Launch at Santa Susanna, their special guest was an 
Astronaut. 

Director Freeman attended Simi Baseball Opening Day. This is their 50th year, she suggested the 
District provide a Resolution to honor this milestone. 

12. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. There have 
been no recent issues at the Skate Plaza. A cleanup is in progress for Soccer Fields 2 and 3 at Rancho 
Santa Susana. Staff received a complaint from a resident near the Disc Golf course, Miller is 
addressing the issue. Paranick will be meeting with the Equestrian Group. Simi Valley Days is 
interested in holding this year's event at Rancho Simi Community Park. The Kiwanis Club is 
interested in holding a Concert on July 3rd and Fireworks on July 4th this year. The District has hired 
a 2nd full-time Ranger. Ranger Hom will move from part-time to the full-time position. Staff is 
working through a parking issue at Houghton Park with local church goers who are using the lot for 
their overflow parking. 

Upcoming Events: The local Chamber's annual dinner will be held this Friday night. 
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Future Agenda Items: the March 16th is a very light Agenda. Upcoming topics include Golf Fees and 
Drone usage. 

Committee Activity: Paranick suggested a Golf Committee Meeting before April 6th to discuss fees. 
Both Abele and Freeman agreed. The Historical Society meeting will be held on the first Monday in 
March. The April 14th Oak Park Committee meeting will likely be moved to March 24th• 

13. CLOSED SESSION - NONE 

14. ADJOURNMENT-Acting Chair Freeman adjourned the Meeting at 10:02pm. 

Dan Paranick, District Manager / District Clerk 
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